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	Today
	Last Week
	Change
	4 Weeks Ago
	Same Week 2007
	12 month average

	Clean
	0.20ppl
	0.20ppl
	-0.05ppl
	0.20ppl
	1.90ppl
	0.93

	AMPE
	20.60ppl
	
	-0.06ppl
	21.00ppl
	28.00ppl
	24.95

	MCVE
	27.19ppl
	
	+0.15ppl
	27.04ppl
	28.84ppl
	28.16

	£ : $
	1.45
	1.55
	-70.10
	1.48
	
	

	£ : €
	1.04
	1.06
	-0.02
	1.17
	
	

	Crude Oil
	$42
	$40
	+$2
	$49
	
	

	Wheat
	£111.50
	£103
	+£8.50
	£96
	
	

	Soya meal
	£273
	£224
	+£49
	£228
	
	


4.1ppl price cut from United Dairy Farmers for November milk – This cuts its base price to 20.4ppl.
2ppl price cut from Saputo (cheese) – from 1st January 2009.

0.7ppl price cut from Wyke Farms (cheese) – From 1st January 2009, however, as milkprices.com points out its standard litre price is still a healthy 26.8ppl and it is the first cut Wyke have announced for more than 2 years.

2ppl price cut from Arla – from 5th January 2009 – The first of the progressive big guns to cut their milk price is Arla with a 2ppl cut which they claim is directly linked to the fall in commodity values.  Arla producers will be focussing on the desparate need to ensure no further cuts appear this side of April.

So what about the other big guns? – Wisemans, Dairy Crest and Milk Link all appear to be cautiously optimistic that they are in a position to hold their current price throughout January despite the fact Arla have almost granted them a licence to cut by 2ppl.  If and when any of them are forced to cut their price it is to be hoped the Arla 2ppl will provide a cap in the price drops and that by delaying others will not declare they have to cut deeper than 2ppl thereby triggering a downward spiral.  The pressure is certainly on.

Paynes Dairies secure new 14 million litre customer – Charlie Payne and his team will commence a contract with local customer Heron Foods of Hull on Monday (5th).  The contract is currently with Dairy Crest and the move was triggered on Heron’s requirement for a more local supplier and improved service levels.  The contract accounts for 14 million litres per annum.

Soya meal and wheat prices nudge up – During the festive period soya prices have jumped to £273/tonne partly due to a rally on crude oil and concerns over drought conditions in Argentina and Brazil.  Similarly, £100/tonne wheat seems to have vanished and is now trading for £111 and rising.
Dairy boss faces death penalty – According to DIN the former head of China’s Sanlu Dairy has pleaded guilty to several charges which may result in the death penalty.  The charges relate to tainted milk in May 2008.
All views expressed in this bulletin are those of Ian Potter Associates and a shed load of dairy farmers. It is necessarily short and cannot deal with the various issues that arise in any detail. As a result it must not be relied on as giving sufficient advice in any specific case. Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the content but neither Ian Potter Associates nor Ian Potter personally can accept liability for any errors or omissions. Professional advice must always be taken before any decision is reached


