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	Today
	Last Week
	Change
	4 Weeks Ago
	Same Week 2007
	12 month average

	Clean
	0.80ppl
	0.80ppl
	-
	1.00ppl
	2.30ppl
	1.88

	Lease
	0.10ppl
	0.10ppl
	-
	0.10ppl
	0.25ppl
	0.13

	AMPE
	25.80ppl
	
	
	26.60ppl
	19.90ppl
	28.84

	MCVE
	28.06ppl
	
	
	28.23ppl
	21.31ppl
	28.09

	Producers in E & W
	12,403
	-
	-609 in 12 months
	12,465
	12,981
	12,689


Wiseman flex their muscles by imposing new contract terms
In a shock move one of the UK’s most straight forward and transparent major milk buyers, Wisemans, are to change notice periods for non-Tesco suppliers in an attempt to halt the threat of sudden losses of large quantities of milk (especially to Lactalis!).  Under the new contract the three month notice period remains but will only take effect from the 1st of the month.  That’s perhaps not such a big deal but the news that the new contracts will prohibit producers from terminating supplies in September, October or November of any year warrants further examination.  

It translates to the fact that any producer who has not served notice on or before 31st May will not then be able to leave until 1st December (6 months later).

The letter to producers states that the company has agreed this charge with the Wiseman farmer board, however, this was certainly not agreed at the last meeting as we have confirmed.  So the white knights of the UK dairy industry, worried about producers leaving during the low production and higher milk price months appear to be attempting to impose these changes without board agreement.

“Look at the facts” as one person present at the last board meeting commented “the board would not agree to such a change because there is no flip side positive for producers”.  

The final decision will, however, rest in the hands of producers because it will be up to them whether they sign the new contract or retain their existing version.  Step forward Gwyn Jones and the NFU with its new milk contract template.

Arla give vouchers for snow to the Eskimos
Several Arla Milk Partnership producers have contacted us this week smiling at the receipt of a voucher for 2 free litres of Cravendale milk with their March milk cheque.  The words coals to Newcastle and snow to Eskimos were quoted.

World super co-op moves one step closer to reality
The much talked about merger of Dutch dairy giants, Campina and Friesland Foods has taken a step closer to completion with the respective boards having reached an agreement on the proposed merger.

If members, the Competition Authorities and the European Commission approve the merger it will see a world class super co-op, with a turnover of more than £7 billion with 17,000 supplying dairy farmers delivering close to 9 billion litres of milk equivalent to more than 65% of the entire output of England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland employing 22,000 people.  Compare that to the island co-ops we have.

Quota Trading
Believe it or not we are back out hunting for milk quota with minimal availability.  If you have any you wish to cash please contact us.






All views expressed in this bulletin are those of Ian Potter Associates and a shed load of dairy farmers. It is necessarily short and cannot deal with the various issues that arise in any detail. As a result it must not be relied on as giving sufficient advice in any specific case. Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the content but neither Ian Potter Associates nor Ian Potter personally can accept liability for any errors or omissions. Professional advice must always be taken before any decision is reached


