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	Today
	Last Week
	Change
	4 Weeks Ago
	Same Week 2007
	12 month average

	Clean
	0.7ppl
	1.00ppl
	-0.3ppl
	1.00ppl
	1.50ppl
	2.05

	Lease
	0.10ppl
	0.10ppl
	-
	0.10ppl
	0.10ppl
	0.15

	AMPE
	25.80ppl
	
	
	26.60ppl
	19.90ppl
	28.84

	MCVE
	28.06ppl
	
	
	28.23ppl
	21.31ppl
	28.09

	Producers in E & W
	12,403
	-
	-609 in 12 months
	12,465
	12,981
	12,689


0.25ppl price increase from Helers from 1st April

Pressure on Dairy Crest as resignations head towards 250 million litres
Information from Dairy Crest has confirmed that the rumour that Dairy Crest is currently holding 200 million litres of resignations (as reported by DIN) is incorrect and the figure is closer to 250 million litres.  These resignations are believed to total around 15% of Dairy Crest’s milk pool and are a clear signal that if Dairy Crest wants to retain its current milk pool it must increase prices immediately.

Significant milk price increase expected from Dairy Crest within the week
The word on the street is that as a result of the resignations and general discontent amongst producers Dairy Crest intend to address the problem by injecting what was described as a “significant milk price increase” to its direct suppliers within the week.  All ears will be attached to Mark Allan at the DIN Conference next week.  Watch this space for confirmation.
Tesco Local Choice farmers in Scotland not happy to be cut out of Tesco’s 0.5ppl increase
It is clear that the Tesco Local Choice suppliers north of the border, who supply Tesco with milk via Wisemans, are very unhappy not  to have received the latest 0.5ppl price increase, whilst those south of Hadrian’s Wall, who supply Tesco via DFOB, seem less vocal and more content with what they are receiving.

Scottish NFU accuses milk purchasers of dithering
The Scottish NFU, whilst welcoming the Tesco price increase, points to the reality that this increase and the so-called “dithering” of other milk buyers to declare their April milk prices are gradually eroding producer confidence.  We are still losing more than 50 producers a month from England and Wales and it’s difficult to see this exodus slowing down.
Meanwhile further south in Southern Ireland the outlook is cautiously optimistic  The Irish Farmers Association recognises that whilst SMP prices have weakened butter markets have firmed and a key influencer is the news that the drought in New Zealand will not only stop them increasing production in 2008 but that there is a real possibility New Zealand could produce 3% less product, which will tighten world market supplies.  The IFA President concludes by stating “despite the short term re-balancing of dairy prices, market conditions remain fundamentally sound and all signs indicate continued shortages and strong prices.”
Dairy Co scores no points in its first maths test

1st April saw the launch of the new face of the dairy industry, Dairy Co, which replaces the Milk Development Council and promises to “promote world class knowledge to Britain’s dairy farmers” and “ensure the delivery of world class answers.”  Its press release goes onto say it will bring accountability to dairy farmers.  We received its 1st April levy payer bulletin and we thought its accountability was an April fool when it claimed “If a direct selling group responsible for selling 1.6billion litres of milk, uses our information and increases the price it sells at by 0.01ppl that’s £1.6million straight back to dairy farmers.”  Oh dear, oh dear wrong answer Mr Bennett go to the bottom of the class.  Correct answer is it would only save £160,000.
Fastest growing area in dairy is expected to be Eastern European
According to a report by analysts 3A by 2012 the dairy industry in Eastern European is expected to grow by 25% significantly faster than the growth anticipated in Western Europe and the USA.
Disgraced farmer and scumbag”
The infamous David Dobbin and his numerous ghost names are still causing chaos wherever they appear.  His Cheshire dairy farming operation has caused so many problems for the landlord and current tenants that they have erected a sign at the entrance to the farm, which reads as follows:

“DAVID DOBBIN – Disgraced farmer and scumbag has now been evacuated from these premises for non payment of rent.  Anyone who is unlucky enough to be owed any money contact him directly on 079123 50299 – NO ACCESS – Trespassers will be prosecuted”

Mr Dobbin is due to appear in Chester Crown Court in a case starting on 2nd June to face numerous charges and the case has little, if any, chance of being concluded quickly.

Surge in Captive Bolt Gun sales
Sales of our captive bolt guns have surged in the past couple of weeks with both sheep and dairy farmers deciding an easy to use humane gun is the best way to despatch calves and ewes.  They work off 9mm blanks and have been sold to vets, deer stalkers and local councils.  Cost £150 plus VAT and come with 50 blanks.  If you require further details or are interested in buying one, contact the office.
EWES AND LAMBS FOR SALE

Upto 200    2 to 4 crop Mule and Suffolk ewes with twin lambs at foot by Charolais rams, born from 23rd March onwards.  Genuine flock reduction. Will split into smaller lots.  Well farmed at 900 feet above sea level on the edge of the Peak District.  On Heptovac P system.  Located Ashbourne, Derbyshire.  Contact Ian for further details.






All views expressed in this bulletin are those of Ian Potter Associates and a shed load of dairy farmers. It is necessarily short and cannot deal with the various issues that arise in any detail. As a result it must not be relied on as giving sufficient advice in any specific case. Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the content but neither Ian Potter Associates nor Ian Potter personally can accept liability for any errors or omissions. Professional advice must always be taken before any decision is reached


