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	Today
	Last Week
	Change
	4 Weeks Ago
	Same Week 2008
	12 month average

	Clean
	0.2ppl
	0.2ppl
	=
	0.3ppl
	1ppl
	0.70

	AMPE
	19.10
	
	-0.50ppl
	19.60ppl
	24.90ppl
	22.84

	MCVE
	24.65
	
	+0.20ppl
	24.63ppl
	28.67ppl
	26.88

	£ : $
	1.47
	1.48
	-0.01
	1.44
	
	

	£ : €
	1.11
	1.10
	+0.01
	1.06
	
	

	Crude Oil
	$51
	$52
	-$1
	$51
	
	

	Wheat
	£113
	£112
	+£1.00
	£115
	
	

	Soya meal
	£303
	£285
	+£18.00
	£288
	(Raw material sources – BOCM PAULS)
	


1.5ppl milk price cut from Lactalis cheese suppliers (1st May)  Takes their standard litre price down to 24.15ppl (milkprices.com)
1ppl Milk price cut for Wisemans suppliers (1st May)  Takes their standard litre price down to 24.02ppl with a commitment to not inflict any further price cuts before 1st August.  (milkprices.com)
1ppl Milk price cut for Milk Link suppliers (1st May)  (excluding organic producers)  this takes their standard litre price down to 23.97ppl (London & West) 23.75ppl (manufacturing) and 24.07ppl (Roddas) (milkprices.com)
1ppl milk price cut for Arla Organic suppliers (1st May)  Takes their standard litre price down to 32.5ppl (milkprices.com) 
1ppl milk price cut for Parkham Farms suppliers (1st May)  Takes their standard litre price down to 24.06ppl (milkprices.com) 
1ppl milk price cut for First Milk suppliers (1st May)  
0.3ppl milk price cut for Muller suppliers (1st June) and a commitment to not inflict any further price cuts before 1st September.  This takes their standard litre price to 26.8ppl (milkprices.com) 
Milk Link pays £4.1million in processing interest to members
For the milk year ended 31st March 2009 and true to their promise this payment has matched that paid a year earlier and takes Milk Link’s cumulative payments to more than £10million in 3 years.  Payments to be made at the end of the month and equates to a 10.8% return on members investment and is equivalent to 0.4ppl.

Dairy Farmers of Scotland highlight Scotland’s dairy crisis

Dairy Farmers of Scotland continue to be the only UK organisation to join European Dairy Farmers in their campaign for fairer milk prices.  This week in conjunction with NFUS it has highlighted the fact that in the past decade 33% of Scotland’s dairy farmers have exited the industry to leave less than 1350 remaining.  They are calling for a confirmed date for the Scottish Government Milk Summit with a target to “resolve the issues facing producers and that any summit must involve all retailers and processors operating in Scotland.  When confirmed the summit is unlikely to be another tea and biscuits talking shop given the enthusiasm and passion some of the movers and shakers in Dairy Farmers of Scotland have.

Arla’s North of Scotland producers call it a day, leaving less than 12 in an area the size of Belgium
In the space of a month Arla Foods Claymore Dairy, up in the very North of Scotland will lose 3 of its remaining producers, including its largest with 300 cows.  This will leave the co-op with only 11 producer’s in an area the size of Belgium (milkprices.com)
20,000 farmers unite calling for fair sustainable milk prices and a tighter quota system
More than 20,000 European Milk Board dairy farmer members joined demonstrations in 12 countries on Wednesday (29th) involving tractors and cows.  They are calling for flexible milk quotas in a strap line “A flexible volume regulation for fair milk prices” and are almost demanding politicians create the framework for such a policy, which will help balance supply and demand.  Their case is that milk quota increases agreed in 2008 are directly hurting and destroying 100% of Europe’s dairy farmers.  Those processors and retailers who ignore the voice of 20,000 plus farmers do so at their peril.

No. 32 in the Rich List comes Sir Richard Branson (Virgin) and Lord Granchester (DFB)

Let's all bow our heads momentarily in silent contemplation for the financial fate of Sir Richard Branson over the last 12 months. Coming in at Number 32= on The Sunday Times Rich list he lost the depressingly grand sum of £1.5bn last year, but is still worth a tidy £1.2 billion. But where's the relevance to dairy, you may ask?

Well, worth precisely the same amount according to the paper is none other than DFB's current chairman supremo John Grantchester. He lost nothing last year, it reckons and even donated £100,000 to The Everton Collection Charitable Trust, which has a collection of football memorabilia. Clearly The Sunday Times knows nothing about DFB or dairying then!  In addition he will not be financially crippled if his April milk cheque drops or does not appear in May!”

Ex-Dairy Crest man Nick Gayle joins turnaround man at DFB  
The tall figure of Nick Gayle is the minder for Sandy Birnie weighing up the situation at DFOB and was seen visiting their plants last week. Gayle was a cheese salesman for Dairy Crest and following a gap returned to become General Manager at its troubled Hartington Cheese factory where he had a brief spell with very limited success.

All eyes are on the deadly duo to see what they can achieve but turning around the co-ops fortunes will be close to mission impossible but no doubt someone will be rewarded for dipping their toe in to this high risk opportunity. It’s a very big development for DFB however to date the co-op has not seen fit to communicate it or the situation to members. Members will be hoping for open transparent and honest dealings when they are concluded by whoever is in charge.

Meadow signs up 15million litres in 5 days
At least Meadow have put a contract on the table for anyone who fears having no milk purchaser who meets their criteria and falls within their catchment area.  Their Dairy Milk Trader contract is aimed at DFB members who fear being left without a milk buyer at short notice and has attracted signatures for more than 15 million litres on its first week.  The contract confirms that should an emergency situation arise Meadow will step in and buy a producers milk at short notice.
Arla Foods in Anti-trust Authority dawn raid
Both Swedish and Danish anti-trust and competition authorities raided the offices of Arla on Tuesday as part of an investigation as to whether Arla had entered into an illegal agreement with a grocery chain.  The raids simultaneously took place in both Sweden and Denmark where the authorities are investigating allegations that Arla has used its dominant position to under cut smaller dairy firms.

Meadow Foods – changes in top management and early trading results
MD of Meadow Foods, Paul Deakin, will step down from his full-time position at the end of this month when Simon Chantler will become Meadow’s Executive Chairman.  Paul came to Meadow following his spell at the new Westbury plant where he was parachuted in by PWC when Westbury went into administration.  Paul will continue as a part-time non-executive director.  In its preliminary results Meadow has declared a healthy £4million profit before tax coupled with a reduction in borrowings to a nett £6.8million.

This Monday 4th May 2009 - Special Spring Show & Sale of 100 Dairy Cattle at 12.30pm at Dumfries Auction Mart 

To include:  The dispersal of 40 Nor Red x Friesian Heifers 
10 Holstein Friesian Heifers I/C to Brown Swiss P’D July/August

15 Nor Red Bulling Heifers, From BQ Farms, Thornhill, Blue Tongued Vaccinated and from TB Free area

40 Freshly Calved Heifers & Cows and Bulling Heifers from local consigners.  

Further entries invited.  For more up to date information log onto www.cdfarmersmart.co.uk.

Tel: 01387 279495 - Fax: 01387 251456  -  E-MAIL- dumfries@auctionmarts.co.uk
All views expressed in this bulletin are those of Ian Potter Associates and a shed load of dairy farmers. It is necessarily short and cannot deal with the various issues that arise in any detail. As a result it must not be relied on as giving sufficient advice in any specific case. Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the content but neither Ian Potter Associates nor Ian Potter personally can accept liability for any errors or omissions. Professional advice must always be taken before any decision is reached


