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	Today
	Last Week
	Change
	4 Weeks Ago
	Same Week 2007
	12 month average

	Clean
	0.50ppl
	0.50ppl
	-
	0.50ppl
	5.00ppl
	1.22

	AMPE
	26.70ppl
	
	
	26.90ppl
	32.50ppl
	28.50

	MCVE
	28.45ppl
	
	
	28.50ppl
	30.71ppl
	29.61

	Producers in E & W
	12,176
	-
	-622 in 12 months
	12,252
	12,798
	12,481


Dairy UK sacks its high profile chairman, prompting the NFU to take its bat & ball away  To the general astonishment Dairy UK has dumped its chairman The Rt. Hon. David Curry MP – one of the most respected people in the industry and have installed Mark Allen, boss of Dairy Crest as its new chairman.  Equally astonishing has been the reaction of the NFU with its President Peter Kendall instructing NFU Dairy Board Chairman Gwyn Jones to immediately resign as director.  The NFU claims the move to oust David Curry was a coup and this together with outspoken comments from David Curry has kicked off a public spat aimed at Dairy UK.  

On the one hand the NFU clearly recognises the job David Curry and Dairy UK have done in their 4-year partnership but it has still walked away claiming Dairy UK cannot claim it represents farmers, inferring that Mark Allen’s appointment indicates a return to the bad old days of conflict between processors and farmers.

The NFU stand accused of picking up their bat and ball when things do not go their way and if they aspire to be true leaders you do not walk away from an issue because then you are excluded from negotiations.  That’s unless you were seeking an excuse to walk away in the first place!
Dairy UK and its current board must quickly demonstrate that farmers are given top flight representation. Mark Allen and, especially the co-op members of the Dairy UK board, will need to work extra hard to deliver on this score.

Milk Production down 18.1 million litres in August  Production in August fell 18.1 million litres (1,056.1million) compared to August 2007 (1,074.2) the lowest August figure since deregulation of the MMB in 1994. Cumulatively, production in the first five months of the year stands at 5,664 million litres, 3.8% below the three year average and 2.0% below the 2007/8 milk year when production totaled 13.2 billion litres, almost 1 billion litres below the UK’s quota.  Note these figures are not adjusted for butterfat.  August butterfat weighed in at 4.01% (2007 3.97%) with cumulative butterfat fat up one point on 2007 at 3.96%.    
Andersons reports reinforces need for improvement in milk prices  Consultants Andersons have released a report titled “UK Production in the Balance”, which confirms for its 1.125 million litre/150 cow farm on a liquid contract on an expected 08/09 milk price of 28.1ppl the surplus for profit and re-investment is a mere 1.2ppl.  They conclude that the future of the UK dairy industry hangs in the balance and an improvement in milk prices is needed to give confidence to farmers to invest in the future.
Milk Link sells Staplemead to French dairy company  French dairy processor, Andros, is in the final throws of concluding the purchase of Milk Link’s Staplemead Creamery in Somerset.  Currently the Staplemead factory has an arrangement with Arla, which whilst this will be terminated on the sale Arla will still be involved in what is termed a co-packaging agreement.

Bolt Gun Sales  Bolt gun sales have increased in the past month as dairy farmers are forced to dispatch unwanted male calves which would have gone for export.  IPA have details of new guns available, costing £157.45 + VAT, see attached details or view one on our stand at next week’s Dairy Event.

Ian’s Diary  

Tuesday 16th September –  Five minute soap box at the Dairy UK Conference where Ian will attempt to spice up events after lunch on the topic of communication and image within the dairy industry.  There will be a “Who Wants To Be A Millionaire” ask the audience type question posed by Ian at the start and end of his soap box.  However, Chris Tarrant’s bearded stand in will not be giving away any money just singing for his supper.
Wednesday 17th & Thursday 18th September – As well as manning the IPA stand in its usual spot on 6th Street, Ian will be taking part in the daily milk debate on The Dairy Farmer Stand 2pm-3pm both days.  The Event is lining up to be a heavyweight contest with the bearded wonder in one corner, Arla’s bearded wonder Jonathan Ovens in the opposite corner and the mighty Arthure Reeves with the NFU’s Mansel Raymond holding the sponge.  Promoter Peter Hollinshead televised by Sky Sports!

Cows for Sale, Nottinghamshire - Due to change to block calving - 25 calving October/Mid November to Belgian Blue, 2/3rds pedigree – prefer to sell as one lot, Tel 07973 421282

All views expressed in this bulletin are those of Ian Potter Associates and a shed load of dairy farmers. It is necessarily short and cannot deal with the various issues that arise in any detail. As a result it must not be relied on as giving sufficient advice in any specific case. Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the content but neither Ian Potter Associates nor Ian Potter personally can accept liability for any errors or omissions. Professional advice must always be taken before any decision is reached


