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	Today
	Last Week
	Change
	4 Weeks Ago
	1 Year ago

	Clean
	0.25ppl
	0.30ppl
	-
	0.30ppl
	0.30pl

	AMPE
	31.10ppl
	31.10ppl
	
	32.80ppl
	28.00ppl

	MCVE
	32.68ppl
	32.68ppl
	
	32.95ppl
	29.55ppl

	Producers in E & W
	10,767
	
	
	10,791
	11,137

	£ : $
	£1.55
	£1.57
	-£2
	£1.59
	£1.56

	£ : €
	£1.19
	£1.17
	+£2
	£1.17
	£1.18

	Crude Oil
	£105
	£110
	 -£5
	£113
	£88

	Wheat
	£146
	£143
	+£3
	£154
	£193

	Soya meal
	£249
	£248
	 +£1
	£258
	£309


(Commodity and currency prices – source BOCM Pauls)

Milk Quota Available

216,218    litres
3.91%
@
0.30ppl

687,067    litres 
3.98%
@
0.25ppl

1,019,795 litres
3.98%
@
0.25ppl

Should you require any information or prices on available milk quota, please contact Jacquey@ipaquotas.co.uk
November Milk Production

November’s provisional milk production was up only 4.3million litres (0.3%) to 1.032 billion litres.

This takes the cumulative production to 9.024billion litres compared to 8.937 billion a year ago giving a year on year increase of 51.2million (+0.5%).  This is the highest cumulative production in the past 5 years.

Cumulative butterfat for the year stands a whopping 12 points up on the 3.90% recorded a year ago and is now 4.02%.

Record UK average farmgate milk price at 29ppl

The latest Defra calculation has produced an October average milk price of 29ppl which is the highest on record.
January dividend payment for First Milk members
First Milk have announced they will pay a 3% return on members capital in January based on the performance of the business in the six months to the end of September 2011.

Chairman Bill Mustoe commented, ”Given our drive to pass returns to members as quickly as possible, we will pay out a return on capital in January. This is the third time in 18 months that we have paid out a return on members’ capital; over that period this has put more than £1800 into the pocket of an average First Milk member.”
Milk Link kill any concerns over New Year milk price reduction

Milk Link have reviewed their business performance and prospects the result of which Milk Link have announced they expect to be able to maintain their current producer milk price until at least 1st April 2012.

This should be of comfort to any members who are nervous over industry talk of potential New Year price cuts.  Let’s hope some of the major liquid buyers make similar commitments or push ahead with further producer increases similar to the one announced by Meadow last week.

Milk Link responded to one member comment that the letter was simply warming him up for an April price drop stating this is not the case and it is simply to dispel the rural myth that the co-op are one of the milk purchasers plotting to reduce member prices in the New Year.
 

Badger cull gets the green light

Environment Secretary Caroline Spelman has given the green light for controlled culling of badgers in two English pilot areas as part of the package of measures to tackle bovine TB.  Full details can be found here:  http://www.defra.gov.uk/publications/2011/12/14/pb13691-bovine-tb-badger-control/
The NFU have developed a website (TB Free England) and the DairyCo Thisisdairyfarming.com consumer-facing website has been optimised for mentions of TB to assist with signposting enquiries from consumers and other interested parties.
Wind Farm Poll

The Daily Mail is holding an online poll, “Should we build more wind turbines to cut carbon emissions?” in which your support is requested:

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/polls/poll.html?pollId=1029654
Please help this go viral if you support wind turbines by forwarding to as many of your friends who support wind power as possible.  Despite being a Daily Mail poll, currently by some majority people are supporting wind power – I’m sure the anti-wind lobby will be attempting to skew the vote in their favour.  It is good to demonstrate to these newspapers that their skewed opinions are not always shared by the majority of the population.  If you don’t support wind farms you should still vote.
It is the season to be jolly

Ian is requesting readers email us with their humorous “Dear Santa” requests ready for next week’s bulletin.  Here is one example to stimulate your brain:

Dear Santa, For Christmas I'd like a big fat bank account and a lovely slim girlfriend. PLEASE don't mix them up like you did last year.
All views expressed in this bulletin are those of Ian Potter Associates and a shed load of dairy farmers. It is necessarily short and cannot deal with the various issues that arise in any detail. As a result it must not be relied on as giving sufficient advice in any specific case. Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the content but neither Ian Potter Associates nor Ian Potter personally can accept liability for any errors or omissions. Professional advice must always be taken before any decision is reached


