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Issue No. 534
	
	Today
	Last Week
	Change
	4 Weeks Ago
	Same Week 2008
	12 month average

	Clean
	0.30ppl
	0.25ppl
	+0.05ppl
	0.25ppl
	0.85ppl
	0.45ppl

	AMPE
	19.10
	
	-0.40ppl
	19.50ppl
	26.70ppl
	21.65ppl

	MCVE
	24.87
	
	+0.14ppl
	24.73ppl
	29.15ppl
	26.12ppl

	£ : $
	1.64
	1.63
	
	1.59
	
	

	£ : €
	1.16
	1.17
	
	1.14
	
	

	Crude Oil
	$68
	$69
	
	$62
	
	

	Wheat
	£115
	£107
	
	£122
	
	

	Soya meal
	£308
	£300
	
	£320
	(Raw material sources – BOCM PAULS)
	


UK milk production continues to head South
Provisional production figures for June stand at 1,122 million litres down 5 million (0.5%) on June 2008 production.  This takes production for the first 3 months of this quota year to 3,468 million litres down 0.71% or 24.5 million litres.

Fonterra auction prices down 3%
The July Fonterra milk powder auction average all product price fall by 3% to $1829.  Next auction is on the 4th August.

Early SFP payments to go to DFB producers
281 Welsh DFB suppliers who lost all of their May milk cheque are likely to receive 70% of their 2009 SFP money from 16th October.  Will DEFRA/RPA be able to follow on to help the other 1,552 English based DFB producers?

Royal Show ends on a low point as the old dog is finally put to sleep
Despite an up beat marketing message from the RASE’s spin doctor Denis Chamberlain in May claiming on Radio 4’s Farming Today that ticket sales for the final show were up 50% the reality is that the last four days have been extremely disappointing.  
Regular show goers claim agricultural stands were scarce and that in 2 to 3 hours they had seen all they wanted to see at the show and that all cars could have parked on the show site, instead of utilizing the car parks.  With the Dairy Event having its last Stoneleigh event in 2 months time and major operations like The NFU and BOCM Pauls increasingly choosing to utilize The Woodland Conference Centre, just up the road from Stoneleigh instead of the RASE’s tired facitilites.  it will take a magician to put the RASE and Stoneleigh site back on the map as the place for farmers to go to.  One described Tuesday’s attendance as less than he sees at his local Sunday car boot sale and unofficially was reported as less than 8,000 for the first day of the show.  
Back in July 2005 when IPA took its boards down at the Royal for the last time Ian was criticized by RASE members and honorary disciples for describing the show “like a sick dog which needs to be taken to the vets to be put out of its misery.”  Unfortunately it seems to have died a slow painful lingering death but at last it RIP.  There were tears and pain in the faces of some and the commentary for the Burke Trophy was given top marks even it if was described as resembling a lesson at a funeral service.

European Parliament to face thousands of angry dairy farmers
Tuesday next (14th July) will see thousands of dairy farmers and tractors demonstrating outside the European Parliament in Strasbourg highlighting the desperate situation dairy farmers face across Europe to the recently elected MEP’s.  A number of French producers left western France with a convoy of tractors last Monday and will be joined by farmers from Germany, Belgium, Luxembourg, The Netherlands, Switzerland, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Czech and Austria.  The demonstration has been co-ordinated by the European Milk Board who amongst other things are campaigning for an immediate cut in quotas and for a quota system to continue beyond 2015.

Ex-DFB members receive 18.4ppl from Arla
Lots of emails alerting us to several milk purchasers paying between 18-19p to ex-DFB producers most alleging this is opportunistic as opposed to helpful.  The only milk purchaser to confirm its price is Arla who will pay a standard litre price of 18.4ppl for June milk.  To date those voicing their opinion are not directly supplying the likes of Arla perhaps because those who will receive the 18.4ppl are at least on Arla’s radar and stand a chance of being offered full membership of AFMP in 2010 if they wish to join.  In the current market for spot milk around 19ppl might not be such a bad price.

The final chapters in the collapse of DFB are not even drafted yet
This week’s Dairy Farmer article has produced a flurry of emails and letters, particularly from DFB suppliers.  Comments range from farmers feeling betrayed and foolish to angry with the intention to hold those responsible to account.  The collapse of DFB may be yesterday’s news but there are certainly more truths and horror stories to come out involving those who have gone to ground as well as those who are currently bouncing about in front of new VIP audiences pretending they played no part in the collapse.

Wanted - 200 to 400 cow dairy unit to rent
Required by a successful dairy farmer who is looking to rent and additional unit anywhere south of a line from Skegness to Chester.  If interested in talking to him, please email ianpotter@ipaquotas.co.uk
All views expressed in this bulletin are those of Ian Potter Associates and a shed load of dairy farmers. It is necessarily short and cannot deal with the various issues that arise in any detail. As a result it must not be relied on as giving sufficient advice in any specific case. Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the content but neither Ian Potter Associates nor Ian Potter personally can accept liability for any errors or omissions. Professional advice must always be taken before any decision is reached


