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Issue No. 532
	
	Today
	Last Week
	Change
	4 Weeks Ago
	Same Week 2008
	12 month average

	Clean
	0.25ppl
	0.25ppl
	-
	0.20ppl
	0.95ppl
	0.45ppl

	AMPE
	19.50
	
	+0.40ppl
	19.10ppl
	26.20ppl
	22.28ppl

	MCVE
	24.73
	
	+0.08ppl
	24.65ppl
	29.56ppl
	26.48ppl

	£ : $
	1.65
	1.58
	
	1.47
	
	

	£ : €
	1.18
	1.15
	
	1.11
	
	

	Crude Oil
	$72
	$67
	
	$51
	
	

	Wheat
	£111
	£123
	
	£113
	
	

	Soya meal
	£306
	£316
	
	£303
	(Raw material sources – BOCM PAULS)
	


10p price for sickened DFB producers
As if losing 5 weeks milk money was not enough medicine Pricewaterhouse Coopers Stephen Oldfield is only prepared to pay out a derisory 10p litre for the milk collected from 3pm 3rd June to the 16th June in two equal payments of 5pp litre, the first of which has now been paid. 
This smacks of more pigs having their snouts in the trough, because any half decent salesperson could achieve more than 10p after costs with a spot price of around 18p.

It appears that the deadly duo of Steven Yates and PWC’s Stephen Oldfield have been joined at the hip since the 3rd June, with separation only occurring at bedtime and for comfort breaks. So how come Yates has not had better success in influencing the amount the remaining farmers receive during his undoubtedly well paid chumminess. It’s time for the uncovering of the truth as to who is doing what and why, and who is lapping up even more cream from the remaining desperate DFB  dairy farmers. The truth will out one day!
You’ve been Yated: Are PWC and Yates acting legally and morally in their 10p residual milk payment?
So PWC have paid producers 10p having deducted the costs of collection, delivery and overheads. The fact is the receiver is running the business and has suppliers to pay for plastics, haulage, and staff etc, all of whom are paid at full cost with the bank via the receiver picking up those costs.  So why are supplying farmers treated differently to those other suppliers?  

With a 10p milk price farmers simply collect what’s left but that’s not what they signed up to.  Why are farmers not being paid a market price for their milk? Answers please.
Who is actually ensuring PWC achieve the best value for members, or are they simply looking after the bank’s interests?  Prior to receivership at least, for what it’s worth, the DFB Board were examining and challenging what PWC did.  Realising only 10p appears to indicate the business is either being very poorly run or there are some very hefty costs being trousered by someone. 

The reality is PWC can run the business as well or as badly as they like because any losses are simply knocked off the helpless farmers milk price.  However, Mr Oldfield is now saying his moves and achievements have the backing of DFB’s member council when really the council has not met since the receiver was appointed. Any endorsement of what Oldfield & Co do is effectively a Yates endorsement.. 
Why has Yates put himself on a pedestal and what does he hope to achieve for himself, his members or his bank? More answers please. Is he being used by PWC and he cannot see this, or are his motives and efforts really to get the best deal for farmers. In which case DFB council and members should be questioning PWC direct because so dreadful is the price being realised that there is a possibility Council and their leader could be open to a future challenge in sanctioning the receiver to operate in this way. Someone e.g. NFU, DairyCo, Dairy UK should immediately investigate the legality and morality of what’s happening, how much farmers are getting paid, and why.
Dairy Farmers of Britain early day motion details

Tim Farron MP, supported by many others including Daniel Kawczynski is aiming to table the following motion:
“That this House is appalled by the collapse of Dairy Farmers of Britain which went into receivership owing £50 million to its 1,800 members; is deeply concerned that the impact on the UK dairy industry and on individual dairy farmers and their families will be devastating; deplores the banks' deliberate timing of the calling in of the loan to Dairy Farmers of Britain, causing the calling in of the receivers to maximise the benefit to secured creditors at the expense of those member farmers' May milk cheques; calls on the Government to underwrite the payments that Dairy Farmers of Britain were due to pay to dairy farmers for milk supplied in May or to force Dairy Farmers of Britain's bankers to pay the May milk cheques; also calls on the Secretary of State for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and the Prime Minister to intervene to ensure that buyers do not exploit stricken dairy farmers by paying sub-market prices; and endorses the Farmers Guardian petition which urges the dairy industry's biggest customers to both buy British and to ensure that dairy farmers receive a fair return for their produce.”
The only way this motion will receive the required support from MP's is if farmers immediately lobby their MP.  If the lobbying is successful Tim and his colleagues stand a very good chance of persuading ministers to take the necessary action.  To locate the contact details and name of your local MP log onto http://www.theyworkforyou.com/ and do it now!  To check with MP’s have signed up log on to:

 http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38801&SESSION=899 .  If you click this link it shows you the up to date position as to which MP’s have signed up to the motion, which currently amounta to 44.  If your MP has not signed up contact them now.
But Colonel Yates has lambasted Tim Farron’s initiative as we move to Episode 2 of “You’ve Been Yated”
One DFB council member decided to email Ian’s 17th June posting detailing Tim Farron’s Early Day Motion simply stating – THIS NEEDS OUR FULL SUPPORT GUYS ASAP.  

The email was sent to DFB people at 3.36pm yesterday (18th) and by 4.49pm DFB’s Messiah posted his reply::

“Tim Farron will never learn.  Why does he not think before he acts? This call against HSBC WILL NOT BE HELPFUL. If he had bothered to ask I would have explained just what HSBC have done. The man is a complete prat and I would urge you to ignore this bloody stupid call, it will potentially increase the pain for us all.  He would be better to spend his time cleaning up Parliament’s act of which he is part and not meddle in issues he does not understand.  I URGE YOU TO KILL THIS CAMPAIGN NOW. Stephen Yates”

Interesting. Er, Why? More answers please. On behalf of all honest hard working DFB members who elected you exactly What has HSBC done”. And since this campaign can only do good, why should it be killed?
Overall there are a significant number of DFB members who deserve answers and are uncomfortable with his “unhealthy influence” on the receiver’s maneuvers.

17 out of 22 DFB depots close  

PWC have closed 17 DFB depots having only managed to sell a pathetically low 5 of them out of a total of 22. The closures mean a further 250 staff have lost their jobs and been made redundant.

Dairy Event moves up to Champions League location
The RABDF has confirmed that its 2009 Dairy Event and Livestock Show will be its last at the RASE’s Stoneleigh site with the 2010 Event moving to the prestigious NEC at the earlier dates of the 7th/8th September, switching to a Tuesday/ Wednesday event as opposed to the customary Wednesday/Thursday.  

The event ends a 34-year relationship with the RASE and is seen as yet another blow to the Stoneleigh complex’s agricultural ties, which are hanging on by a thread.  The press release sums up how most feel about the Stoneleigh site stating “we need to provide current exhibitors and visitors with facilities in keeping with doing business in the 21st century.”  The Stoneleigh site falls foul of these requirements and you have to question with The Royal Show and The Dairy Event both closing their curtains on Stoneleigh in 2009, whether the NFU and Dairy Co would have their offices on the site if they had the option today?  The NEC will certainly portray a very professional business like image and provide an easily accessible venue for UK and European visitors where you can hop off a plane and walk to the venue in less than 10 minutes.  The site offers two acres of covered halls for livestock plus connected easy to navigate exhibition halls for exhibitors.  We wish them the success the move deserves.

Theft and bribery judgment involving Johal Dairies to go to Court of Appeal

Druces who acted for Johal Dairies in the case (See last week’s report Court judgment highlights the theft and bribery involving middle ground suppliers – Freshways and Johal Dairies (12th June 2009) have contacted us to confirm they will be appealing against the judgment via The Court of Appeal claiming Johal Dairies deny any wrong doing.  So it’s business as usual for Johal and we will carefully monitor and report the outcome of any appeal.  Lawyers acting for JN Dairies meanwhile say it is "highly unlikely" that leave to appeal will be given by the judge or accepted by the Appeal Court. We will let you know either way.
Freshways response to judge’s decision  
Freshways have written to all of their producers following the judgement and have also issued the following statement “In the judgment, reference is also made to an historic (2004) dispute between Freshways and another dairy.  Freshways were not a party to the dispute between Johal Dairies and JN Dairies and no allegations of any wrong-doing on the part of Freshways or its directors were made.  The allegations against Freshways in the earlier dispute were and continue to be denied.  No findings of fact were made by the Court in that dispute, which settled on amicable and confidential terms, without any admission of liability.  Any suggestion in the judgment to the contrary is simply wrong.  The parties to that dispute enjoy a trading relationship to this day.” 
Bed and breakfast opportunity for a DFB farmer
A Shropshire farmer who has 4,000 litres of spare bulk tank capacity, together with grazing is offering B&B for up to 120 cows.  If interested email the office and we will pass on your details.

Football tickets available for England v Slovenia at Wembly Saturday September 5th
These are not free but at cost and in excellent seats.  Up to 5 tickets available, if interested email us immediately with a contact telephone number.
All views expressed in this bulletin are those of Ian Potter Associates and a shed load of dairy farmers. It is necessarily short and cannot deal with the various issues that arise in any detail. As a result it must not be relied on as giving sufficient advice in any specific case. Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the content but neither Ian Potter Associates nor Ian Potter personally can accept liability for any errors or omissions. Professional advice must always be taken before any decision is reached


