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	Today
	Last Week
	Change
	4 Weeks Ago
	Same Week 2007
	12 month average

	Clean
	0.80ppl
	0.85ppl
	-0.05
	0.95ppl
	1.90ppl
	1.88

	AMPE
	26.70ppl
	
	
	26.20ppl
	27.20ppl
	29.21

	MCVE
	29.15ppl
	
	
	29.56ppl
	24.97ppl
	29.74

	Producers in E & W
	12,252
	-
	-615 in 12 months
	12,309
	12,867
	12,533


1ppl milk price increase from Parkham Farms from 1st August
Average producer price 24.46ppl in May 2008 (according to DEFRA)

High Court victory is a blow to DEFRA and the Government  Devon dairy farmer David Partridge has won his battle against DEFRA where he argued that his pedigree animals, compulsorily slaughtered as a result of a TB test, were of higher value than DEFRA’s tables provided. This High Court ruling has implications for all livestock farmers who have lost animals but, in particular, those with high value breeding stock, pedigree and organic cattle, DEFRA will be expected to make rapid changes to the table values to reflect the judge’s decision. The case was backed by the NFU and its legal assistance scheme. DEFRA have been given permission to appeal against the decision.

Door could be open to top up claims against DEFRA In one of Ian’s Dairy Farmer articles he highlighted the fact that DEFRA had cheated farmers who had non registered pedigree cattle by insisting they were paid the commercial value when the regulations clearly stated that if an animal is pedigree it does not have to be registered by the current owner in order to be paid the pedigree rate. He also pointed out that until the outcome of this case was heard no affected farmer should sign to accept the valuation because payment still flows without such a signature. For those who heeded that advice this case could open the door to a retrospective claim against DEFRA for a top up payment. 

Ban on calf exports due to TB is double dutch and a ruse The Dutch desire for complete control of the UK calf export market is turning into nothing short of a ruse leading to questions as to their professionalism and integrity.  National newspapers have swallowed hook, line and sinker the news that calf exports from the UK have been banned due to the detection of TB in calves on Dutch veal units. The accurate story is that the Dutch and Belgian veal industry, directed by one particular Dutch importer, have called for a voluntary ban on purchasing calves from the UK. The bottom line is this Dutchman and some of his associates are insisting the delivered price of the calves from the UK is immediately dropped. Although numbers exported are now increasing which will reflect in the price, there are numerous farmers who we deal with who have been exporting since the ban was lifted who in the past two weeks have returned to shooting the calves at birth, which puts more valuable milk in the tanker and not into a worthless calf. If the Dutch want to play games they may just find they have control of an unviable market.  Due to TB tracing, a total of 12 calves have been tracked to Holland and confirmed as TB infected, although at the time of exporting the various herds were TB free.
June production figures – down another 20 million litres June 2008 compared to 2007 saw production down by almost 20.2million litres.  Butterfat was 3.92% against 3.89% year on year.  Cumulatively we have produced 117.2 million litres less this year than we had by the end of June 2007.  Cumulative butterfat is 3.97%, 3 points higher than at the same period last year.  The decline in milk production shows no sign of halting and Ian believes unless ex-farm gate   milk prices increase further this is almost certain to continue into 2009.

Another rural myth makes a mountain out of a mole hill in a meadow  When news is short we quickly migrate into the silly season and on this occasion it focuses on what Meadow Foods may or may not be doing with the milk business.  Ian’s telephone and emails were red hot on Monday morning asking why Friday’s newsletter made no mention of Meadow Foods, in particular the jangling of the Cumbrian jungle drums claiming Meadow were about to sell out to First Milk, Dairy Crest, Wiseman, Milk Link or Arla.  The reason no mention was made on Friday’s bulletin is because having researched the rumour, Ian concluded there was nothing happening.  The research included a categoric denial from Meadow Foods MD, Paul Deakin and to date he has always been totally upfront with Ian whenever Ian has picked up on gossip and rumour about the company.  Conclusion no mountain, no molehill, not even a worm cast.

Milk Link follows Wisemans lead with 1% milk launch No doubt the success of Wisemans 1% milk has contributed to this weeks launch by Milk Link of “Moo one%” which is a long life milk and is currently available in Sainsburys.

Welsh rugby legends support Pembrokeshire Cheese Company at Royal Welsh Show Derek, Scott and Craig Quinnel will be attending next week’s Royal Welsh Show attending cheese tastings of the new cheese on the First Milk stand as well as signing autographs and allowing photographs.  One or more of the Quinnel family will be on the First Milk stand each day of the show between 10am and noon and also 2pm to 4pm.

First Milk is latest Co-op to pay farmers a processing interest payment On the 25th July First Milk members will receive their share of a £1.85 million interest payment which translates to a 1 million litre producer receiving a shade over £1,000. As the only Co-op which has not raised exfarmgate prices this quota year First Milk members are anxiously awaiting positive news on this front. 
Island Cheese stars on TV The Mull of Kintyre’s famous cheddar, produced by First Milk, will appear at the beginning and end of a 16 week TV series called “The woman who ate Scotland”.

Dairy Crest shares rally up to over £4  Dairy Crest shares have jumped 80p in four weeks from an end of June low of 320.5p to reach 405p today on the back of an encouraging interim report to the city, which confirmed that its end of year profitability predictions remain unchanged.

Ian’s Diary
Monday 21st July – Thursday 24th July – Visit Ian’s stand at The Royal Welsh Show, near the Grandstand.







All views expressed in this bulletin are those of Ian Potter Associates and a shed load of dairy farmers. It is necessarily short and cannot deal with the various issues that arise in any detail. As a result it must not be relied on as giving sufficient advice in any specific case. Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the content but neither Ian Potter Associates nor Ian Potter personally can accept liability for any errors or omissions. Professional advice must always be taken before any decision is reached


