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	Today
	Last Week
	Change
	4 Weeks Ago
	Same Week 2007
	12 month average

	Clean
	0.85ppl
	0.85ppl
	-
	0.95ppl
	1.90ppl
	1.88

	Lease
	0.10ppl
	0.10ppl
	-
	0.10ppl
	0.20ppl
	0.13

	AMPE
	26.70ppl
	
	
	26.20ppl
	27.20ppl
	29.21

	MCVE
	29.15ppl
	
	
	29.56ppl
	24.97ppl
	29.74

	Producers in E & W
	12,252
	-
	-615 in 12 months
	12,309
	12,867
	12,533


June production figures – down another 20 million litres   June 2008 compared to 2007 saw production down by almost 20.2million litres.  Butterfat was 3.92% against 3.89% year on year.  Cumulatively we have produced 117.2 million litres less this year than we had by the end of June 2007.  Cumulative butterfat is 3.97%, 3 points higher than at the same period last year.  The decline in milk production shows no sign of halting and Ian believes unless ex-farm gate milk prices increase this further is almost certain to continue into 2009.
1ppl bonus for Cumbrian producers
Milk Link is to pay its CDG (Cumbrian Direct Group) a 1ppl bonus from 1st October to be paid on every litre delivered if the producer delivers at least the same litreage or more than they did in the same month 12 months previous.  In releasing the news to its Cumbria suppliers, Milk Link goes head with Arla, Wiseman, First Milk, Meadow Cumbria and Caledonian in claiming “if” the 1ppl had been paid in July it would have been a table topping price within the CDG basket.  This contract and pricing mechanism is certainly piling the pressure on all other milk buyers in the area but perhaps the news is not quite so favourably received in certain quarters of Milk Link’s membership.

Meadow Foods International recruits on south coast
We understand Meadow Foods is spreading its wings north, south, east and west and has recently signed an 8 million litre producer in Dorset.

NFU goes head to head with DEFRA
Following last weeks report it was confirmed on Monday that Hilary Benn and his government will not take any action to control the reservoir of disease in badgers.  Cue the NFU front line who have gone head to head and pulled out of all negotiations on cost and responsibility sharing as well as kick-starting investigations into various legal challenges against the government.  
Ian attended an NFU meeting this morning where the line up on the top table clearly demonstrated the importance and weight the NFU are putting behind their campaign and challenge.  The top table line up was NFU President Peter Kendall, Director General Richard MacDonald (Mac The Knife), Chief Legal Advisor Julie Robinson and new girl on the block Liz Falkingham as Director of Communications.  The NFU will “fight, frustrate and challenge any attempts by government to dump further costs to farmers.”   
There are several potential legal challenges the NFU are considering of which the front runner revolves around the Badger Protection Act.  The bottom line is the NFU has to focus the attention on the economic reality of what TB does to livestock and farming families and to move the focus away from animal extremists and their organizations who focus on the cuddly world of the badger.  Meanwhile, it is clear that both Ben Bradshaw and Jeff Rooker disagree with Mr Benn’s decision.  
A decision on the Tabular valuation method is expected next week which will no doubt bring the TB issue to the front pages once again.  
Both members and non-members of the NFU, livestock and arable farmers and all their associated organizations must show solidarity and stand shoulder to shoulder on this issue.  United we stand, divided we fall
Foreign Exchange requests received by Ian at the European Dairy Farmer Congress:

1. Lutz Petersen, age 15, from a German dairy farm looking for a 2-4 week exchange on a dairy farm.  We have a CV and photograph.  For further details either e-mail ianpotter@ipaquotas.co.uk or email Lutz direct on Petersen-gelting@t-onlinie.de
2. Christine, age 20, from a French farm looking to come to UK to learn English and work for a few weeks. Email pydelamarliere@wanadoo.fr
3. Gyde, age 20, from Germany, she is studying to become a teacher and would like to exchange for 2-4 weeks September/October. Email gydehahn@gmx.de






All views expressed in this bulletin are those of Ian Potter Associates and a shed load of dairy farmers. It is necessarily short and cannot deal with the various issues that arise in any detail. As a result it must not be relied on as giving sufficient advice in any specific case. Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the content but neither Ian Potter Associates nor Ian Potter personally can accept liability for any errors or omissions. Professional advice must always be taken before any decision is reached


