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	Today
	Last Week
	Change
	4 Weeks Ago
	Same Week 2007
	12 month average

	Clean
	0.85ppl
	0.85ppl
	-
	0.95ppl
	1.90ppl
	1.88

	Lease
	0.10ppl
	0.10ppl
	-
	0.10ppl
	0.20ppl
	0.13

	AMPE
	26.70ppl
	
	
	26.20ppl
	27.20ppl
	29.21

	MCVE
	29.15ppl
	
	
	29.56ppl
	24.97ppl
	29.74

	Producers in E & W
	12,252
	-
	-615 in 12 months
	12,309
	12,867
	12,533


It’s no to any badger cull as Benn bottles out at Royal Show  At today's Royal Show jaws dropped as speculation mounted that the announcement by Hilary Benn to the House of Commons on Monday will confirm that the Government will not be taking any action on controlling badgers. Mr Benn tried to steer his press conference in the direction of an announcement that £500,000 was to be spent investigating flood defense measures but all the media wanted to do was Benn bait on the subject of TB and a cull.  He dodged the issue briefly and when finally cornered his response clearly means farmers had better be prepared for the worst and no cull.  Let’s face it if there was to be a cull he would have announced it at the show, hence he has saved the bad news for the House on Monday.  If the news of no cull is confirmed farmers across the country will be furious and the planned NFU demonstration on Tuesday in London will be a warm up act for bigger and more militant action.  Farmers at the show were quick to confirm, privately, that they will deal with the badgers themselves and dump them.  The NFU was quick to confirm it will take the Government to court over any non-cull decision and for certain if the NFU does not bite the Government hard on this issue it will lose credibility amongst members and face resignations 

Ian questions Benn over loss of UK milk production to TB  Ian tackled Hilary Benn direct today over his comments concerning the need for a strong and successful industry and the need for domestic production and pointed out to him that we are seeing otherwise healthy dairy animals culled as a result of TB, which is resulting in an annual year on year fall in milk production of at least 200 million litres on top of which their is the loss of milk from their progeny. Ian also asked Mr Benn why one of his tests as to whether to cull badgers was "public acceptability" because that test was not applied to the Government’s decision to have FMD animal pyres. The bottom line appears to be that Gordon Brown is heading rapidly down the popularity ladder and announcing a cull before the summer recess would lose even more votes.

Unbelievable TB infected badgers are being released into the wild be DEFRA  It is incredible that whilst more than 25,000 cattle each year are slaughtered on the instructions of DEFRA as a result of TB  we now learn that badgers, which are currently being trapped and tested in Gloucestershire, are being released back into the wild, including the diseased ones.  Farmers and their organisations should be hitting DEFRA and Mr Benn hard over the justification for releasing diseased animals into the wild to drain even more taxpayers’ money in the future when they infect more cattle.

Will Jeff Rooker walk the plank?  As a result of today's news there is also speculation that Jeff Rooker may walk the plank and leave his position.  If he does he will be a sad loss to farmers because he is straight talking and has supported control of the reservoir of disease in badgers.  Let’s hope he decides to stay put.

0.6ppl milk price increase from Saputo Cheese back-dated to 1st June for producers who supply the former Dansco factory at Newcastle Emlyn, South Wales
0.2ppl milk price increase from Joseph Heler from 1st July  In addition a volume bonus worth between 0.2ppl and 0.6ppl (8 million litres plus) has been introduced.

Arla Milk Partnership the good news and the irritating news  The good news for Partnership members is that MP Limited stuck to their deal and paid back to members most of the surplus money they had paid above the required 1ppl they are required to invest in the new joint venture.  The key word is most because the Partnership has retained 0.1ppl to cover transaction costs and capital retention for “ongoing activities”.  This prompted a barrage of emails, faxes and telephone calls to Arla’s favourite milk quota broker from disgruntled farmers.  The siphoning of £1.5 to £1.6 million of producers’ loan note money is certainly at odds with what was publically declared in May by Jonathan Ovens and Arla.  They were quoted as saying “any surplus overpayment (above the 1ppl) will be returned to farmers” and Jonathan said “returns excess investment to members over the 1ppl level”.  On asking further questions £750,000 is allocated to pay Robberbank and Burges Salmon fees in setting up the deal and the remaining £750,000 is a slush fund for ongoing activities.  The general tone of the more vocal members is that the Partnership should “live within their means” and “disappointed they could not, for once in their lives, pay all the money without deductions”.  We expect most farmers will have forgotten about it within a week or so having done some huffing and puffing, however, one claims he is planning to block member acceptance of the accounts at the next AGM!  Next week a further interest payment will arrive in producers’ bank accounts and this week’s largest payout to a producer was £37,000.

Royal Show Champion picked before the judge arrives, as the bookies cancel all bets on the winner  Never before in the history of the Royal Show has it been known who would walk away with the prize for the Champion Holstein before the judge steps in to the ring at 11.00am.  With only 5 animals entered, all from the same exhibitor, it was a certainty that A J Whittaker of Shropshire would collect the prize. Entries are so low that the original Holstein judge was cancelled having rightly reached the decision that it was not worth his time attending to the task and as for a judge for the group of five one was never selected!
German dairy industry under the Competition Enquiry  The German equivalent of the Competition Commission has accelerated its enquiry into its dairy industry and is now focusing on allegations of alleged anti-competitive behaviour by the country’s dairy farmers following their recent milk strike and boycott, which resulted in retail prices increasing.  Meanwhile, DIN reports that 183 German dairy farmers could each face upto 3 years in jail for blockading processing plants.
German Dairy Farmers Association (BDM) president calls for continuation of milk quotas  During a radio interview, president Romvald Schaber, called for a continuation in the milk quotas, lower milk quotas and for farmers to cut production.  He then warned that if milk quotas are removed in 2015 European dairy farming will migrate to American style farms where farms less than 500 cows would vanish to be replaced with herds of between 1,000 to 20,000 cows.

Alan Wiseman in his AGM report confirms how challenging rising costs are proving  In addressing shareholders at Thursday’s AGM, chairman of Wisemans, Alan Wiseman, commented that recent months have been some of the most difficult the business has faced.  However, with sales volume up 2% in the 3 months to March 2008 compared to 2007 and taking all other factors into account he was confident Wiseman’s margins would be rebuilt and restored.
Hells Angel story (27th June edition)
Our story on Hells Angels mice chasing a Scottish Pride delivery van prompted a number of emails requesting details.  For those who want to watch the video log onto http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cqRtlpSBmqU       

School Milk information for farmers
www.schoolmilk.co.uk is The School Milk Projects website and has recently been updated with lots of information designed to help farmers who want to help promote school milk to children from nursery school age to age 18.  The site also contains detailed information on how farmers should set about on farm school visits.






All views expressed in this bulletin are those of Ian Potter Associates and a shed load of dairy farmers. It is necessarily short and cannot deal with the various issues that arise in any detail. As a result it must not be relied on as giving sufficient advice in any specific case. Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the content but neither Ian Potter Associates nor Ian Potter personally can accept liability for any errors or omissions. Professional advice must always be taken before any decision is reached


