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	Today
	Last Week
	Change
	4 Weeks Ago
	Same Week 2007
	12 month average

	Clean
	0.95ppl
	0.95ppl
	-
	0.95ppl
	2.60ppl
	1.88

	Lease
	0.10ppl
	0.10ppl
	-
	0.10ppl
	0.25ppl
	0.13

	AMPE
	26.20ppl
	
	
	24.90ppl
	23.80ppl
	29.25

	MCVE
	29.56ppl
	
	
	28.67ppl
	21.53ppl
	29.39

	Producers in E & W
	12,365
	-
	-616 in 12 months
	12,403
	12,981
	12,637


European milk strike ends  Thousands of German dairy farmers ended a 10-day milk delivery strike on Thursday, claiming victory in a dispute over low prices, which has caused regional milk shortages.  Ronald Schaber, Chairman of the Federal Association of German Dairy Farmers and President of the European Milk Board, said the strike was ended after several major German retailers agreed to raise or consider raising milk prices and he called on farmers to resume milk deliveries.   German dairy farmers along with dairy farmers from other EU countries, including Belgium, the Netherlands and Switzerland had organised a series of protests at falling milk prices through the course of last week.  On Thursday thousands of farmers held demonstrations outside the headquarters of supermarket chains and convoys of tractors drove in protest through several cities.

Milk Link increase production bonus by 0.5ppl from July  Milk Link is all set to increase its 0.3ppl production bonus by 0.5ppl from July, taking the bonus up to 0.8ppl. The bonus will be payable on the basis of a member’s production being at least the same level or above last year on a monthly basis. 
United introduces cost rebate to larger producers  United Dairy Farmers has introduced a cost rebate for its larger milk suppliers to reflect the savings in costs to the society associated with servicing larger producers. The rebate will be paid each month starting April 2008 on the volume supplied each month with the level of rebate based on the member’s total milk supplies for the previous rolling 12 months. There are four bands of rebate starting with 0.05ppl for 750,000 litres to 999,999 litres, 0.1ppl for 1m litres to 1,999,999 litres, 0.2ppl for 2m litres to 2,999,999 litres and 0.3ppl for 3m litres or over. United claims many of its costs associated with servicing members are the same irrespective of the volume of milk a member supplies. For example, the same number of milk samples lifted, the same notification of results each member receives, one milk statement per month, one payment as well as access to the services of the field officer. Also, it costs less per litre to collect milk from larger suppliers and, even though there is a cap on milk collection charges, the subsidy incurred on milk collected from larger farmers is much less than is the case for smaller producers.
May production figures  May 2008 compared to 2007 saw production down by almost 32.1million litres.  Butterfat was 3.91% against 3.92% 12 months ago.  Cumulatively we have produced 2365.6, 96.5 million litres less than at end of May 2007.  Cumulative butterfat is 4.00%, 3 points higher than at the same period last year.
Tesco hop on the discount milk bandwagon  Not wanting to be upstaged by ASDA it appears Tesco are offering customers 6 pints for £2.12 but then throwing in 12 pints for £3 with no stated end date for the promotion to end.  Let’s hope the discount is all coming from Tesco’s pocket.
June – National Osteoporosis  June has been declared “National Osteoporosis” month and the Dairy Council is doing its bit by highlighting and promoting the importance of consuming dairy products for the building and maintaining of strong healthy bones. 
An evening watching “The Farm” is compulsory for all livestock farmers 

Further to Ian’s excellent comments about the play called “The Farm”, we have been contacted by Ian Bell, the Fund Director of ARC-Addington Fund (www.arc-addingtonfund.org.uk) and he wishes us to let you know that should you not be able to attend a performance there are still some hard back copies of “The Farm” available at £17.74 (incl P&P), 50% of which comes as a donation to the Fund.  50% of all royalties is also received.  For details of future performances log onto www.newperspectives.co.uk
Cheshire farmer pleads guilty to animal cruelty charges – click here http://www.chesterchronicle.co.uk Beware he is likely to re-appear under another name.
Ian’s Diary

11th June – Dumfries and Galloway Dairy farmers, Collin (1.30pm) and Kirkcolm (7.30pm) Dumfries Dairymen: Brave 
Hearts or Foolish Tarts?  

Two presentations by Ian Potter when he faces the Scottish Bravehearts including the famous Stewartry Group; the Arla/Asda producers and the Sorn Milk faithful and others. These promise to be lively meetings with Ian picking a deliberately controversial title.






All views expressed in this bulletin are those of Ian Potter Associates and a shed load of dairy farmers. It is necessarily short and cannot deal with the various issues that arise in any detail. As a result it must not be relied on as giving sufficient advice in any specific case. Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the content but neither Ian Potter Associates nor Ian Potter personally can accept liability for any errors or omissions. Professional advice must always be taken before any decision is reached


