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	Today
	Last Week
	Change
	4 Weeks Ago
	1 Year ago

	Clean
	0.30ppl
	0.35ppl
	- 0.05ppl
	0.40ppl
	0.30ppl

	AMPE
	24.10
	
	-1.00ppl
	25.10ppl
	19.60ppl

	MCVE
	27.47
	
	-
	28.03ppl
	24.52ppl

	Producers in E & W
	11,448
	
	-447 in 12 months
	11,502
	11895

	£ : $
	
	1.52
	
	1.61
	1.42

	£ : €
	
	1.31
	
	1.14
	1.12

	Crude Oil
	
	$75
	
	$76
	$43

	Wheat
	
	£97
	
	£103
	$115

	Soya meal
	
	£287
	
	£281
	£272


0.5ppl increase from Helers -  from 1st March. This is only the third price increase recorded in 2010 all of which have come from predominantly cheese makers.

0.5ppl price reduction for United Dairy Farmers – for January.  This reduces the co-ops standard litre price to 26.84ppl.

DEFRA December average farmgate milk price 24.71ppl

Compared to 26.38ppl in December 2008 (-1.67ppl) a reduction of 6.3% in 12 months. November 2009 average was 24.88ppl.

Auction prices ease but are still highest recorded for February
Thursday’s Northern Ireland milk auction saw 46million litres of March contracted milk sell to average 23.32ppl down, 0.73ppl on the previous month’s average of 24.05ppl and represents the highest February auction average.
Compare this to 12 months earlier where a similar literage of 44million litres average only 17.82ppl, which was down 0.68ppl on the January 2009 average.



Average

Literage sold

Change on previous month
February 2010

23.32ppl

46million

-0.73ppl

January 2010

24.05ppl

38million

-3.67ppl

February 2009

17.82ppl

44million

-0.68ppl

January 2009

18.50ppl

45million

+1.87ppl

Dairy Co Company report hits the radar

The 150 page report is now on general release and whilst it has received some criticism it does form a very useful reference point for levy paying farmers and at a cost of around £2.30 per farmer is a small investment.

Ian has gone in to more detail as to his thoughts on the report and suggested areas for improvement and further investigation in future editions in his next Dairy Farmer article.

NFU Conference

Apart from the elections two subjects quickly rise to the top of the agenda namely TB and the RPA’s handling of SFP and other matters.

Nick Herbert MP described the RPA as a shambles and a disgrace  stating it was time for a fundamental shake up.

A handful of members heckled and protested to Minister Hilary Benn over his lack of action on TB which is costing the country a mouth watering £80m/year and rising however the reality is he never intended taking any action on his watch and it is almost certain this will be the last conference he attends in his current position.

Peter Kendalls question was clear but could have been asked by him three years ago when he gave his first keynote speech “My question to you and to all main parties is this; what are you going to do to eradicate bovine TB?”

Without doubt the best question directed at Hilary Benn was “why should farmers vote for labour?” Answer – we have listened, we have introduced a supermarket ombudsman, won concessions on sheep EID, and in December I received two emails from farmers saying thank you for paying my SFP so promptly! Great answer so you all know why you should vote Labour for more of the same.

Jones climbs NFU ladder in hard fought contest

Current Dairy Board Chairman Gwyn Jones dualed with 9 competitor candidates in a fight covering 5 rounds for the position of Vice President of the NFU which he eventually won by only 2 votes, pipping Alastair Mackintosh.  Whilst this is great news for Mr Jones he leaves behind a vacant position requiring a forward thinking person with enthusiasm and drive. This looks like a challenge to the NFU.
Gwyn was quoted as being “almost speechless but highly privileged to be elected Vice President”.  This is an unusual phenomenon for our Mr Jones and one senior dairy industry figure mischievously emailed Ian this morning suggesting Gwyn would find it difficult to complete the task of remaining speechless for long.

Elsewhere Peter Kendall faced no real competition for the position of President and Meurig Raymond surprised many when he knocked out all three of his competitors in the first round securing 66 votes (76%).  We understand both Gwyn Jones and Paul Temple clocked up 6 votes each and that Temple will no longer be seeking active involvement within the NFU’s hierarchy.
New Chairman of RABDF announced
David Cotton, a dairy farmer from Somerset, takes over from Lyndon Edwards, as Chairman of RABDF and Ian MacAlpine from Clitheroe steps into Cotton’s shoes as Vice Chairman.

Morrisons trumpeting is not all it’s cracked up to be
Lots of noise made by Morrisons and the NFU in the past week claiming Morrisons have become “the first major supermarket to be awarded Red Tractor Certificates across its entire fresh meat range, reaffirming its commitment to British farming”.

So does this mean Morrisons were previously buying non farm assured meat? Do none of Morrisons main competitors not source from Assured meat?
Are Morrisons really telling the truth the whole truth and nothing but the truth when they claim “We are the only supermarket tht buys livestock directly from the farmers” knowing they acquire lots of stock from livestock auctions?

When you peel under the surface you often find the detail reveals a different story to that peddled on the eve of the NFU’s annual AGM.Conference.

All views expressed in this bulletin are those of Ian Potter Associates and a shed load of dairy farmers. It is necessarily short and cannot deal with the various issues that arise in any detail. As a result it must not be relied on as giving sufficient advice in any specific case. Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the content but neither Ian Potter Associates nor Ian Potter personally can accept liability for any errors or omissions. Professional advice must always be taken before any decision is reached


