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	Today
	Last Week
	Change
	4 Weeks Ago
	1 Year ago

	Clean
	0.35ppl
	0.40ppl
	- 0.05ppl
	0.40ppl
	0.30ppl

	AMPE
	25.10
	
	-0.50ppl
	25.60ppl
	20.70ppl

	MCVE
	28.03
	
	+0.25ppl
	27.78ppl
	24.55ppl

	Producers in E & W
	11,502
	
	-418 in 12 months
	11,551
	11895

	£ : $
	1.57
	1.56
	-0.01
	1.63
	1.46

	£ : €
	1.15
	1.15
	-
	1.13
	1.11

	Crude Oil
	$75
	$74
	-$1
	$79
	$35

	Wheat
	£97
	£99
	-£1
	£106
	$123

	Soya meal
	£287
	£282
	-£2
	£284
	£314


It’s crucial the NFU Council make the right choice 
The NFU’s 93 Council members face one of their most important decisions next Wednesday in deciding who it elects for both Vice President and Deputy President, because in both cases the council needs to look two to 10 years down the road as to which two candidates have the potential to be future presidential leaders. 
This year’s elections have even attracted the attention of Private Eye magazine, which has highlighted both the Lancashire “one man one vote” rebellion and resignation of Liz Falkingham as spicing up this year’s event.

The spotlight is certainly on the NFU’s Council to make the right choice as the article highlights the fact the Council have “no obligation to canvas their constituents about how they should vote” and even if they were mandated they effectively vote how they personally feel when it comes to the candidates. Thus, Derek Mead has no chance of getting anywhere even if he has, as he insists, “plenty of grass roots support”.
Private Eye suggest the NFU is “run nationally by a small clique who treat us like their own personal fiefdom” re-inforced by the NFU “Governments” response and attitude to the resignation and re-appearance of Paul Temple in the past 10 months.

Following the resignation of Liz Falkingham the article points to the clear road it presents Temple to pursue the position of Deputy President.  The word on “the street” is that a number of the NFU’s 93 Council voting members have some sort of dinosaur views on Temple’s position which may hamper his chances of success.  But one thing Temple cannot be accused of is telling lies or failing to remove as many obstacles as possible in pursuit of his unquestionable enthusiasm for the role of Deputy President.
Without mentioning names there are candidates, particularly for the position of Vice President, who clearly have very high opinions as to their own ability, which on paper seem to be a million miles away from the calibre, enthusiasm, broad depth of knowledge and modern thinking that is required to be a future president.

As commented by one council member this week, Peter Kendall will be a tough act to follow because today he stands head and shoulders above all others but he will have to be replaced in only two years time (or will he?). This Council member's concern was that too many "old school dinosaur" council members would potentially make the wrong selection in relation to the future of the organisation.

Perhaps the NFU should take a leaf out of First Milk Chairman Bill Mustoe's recruitment academy, where he clearly does not want a blinkered narrow minded board as he hunts for people with a broad experience and more on their CV than simply "having done a Nuffield Scholarship" or the like.
It will be an interesting pivotal week in the future of the NFU.

Magic Malcolm closes DFB oral evidence

Up front and honest straight talking former CEO of DFB last week took to the dock to give evidence to the EFRA Committee into the collapse of DFB. He confirmed he had been sacked following issues with Chairman Rob Knight and Philip Moody, commenting that it was “a shameful situation” with regards to how “out of hand” their expenses were.  He stated that the advice from Philip Moody was at times dubious and that Knight put his own personal interests before those of the co-op and its farmer members. No big surprises there. He also said the DFB Board of Directors, at the time he was sacked, “could not run a fish & chip shop”. A bit of a complement there then, given that most DFB members now think they couldn’t wrap fish and chips, let alone run the shop.

Clearly Smith had flagged up warning lights and all that remains is for the final chapter to be written in the form of the EFRA report before the sorry book is closed.  Don’t hold your breath for any revelations in the report or any villains being named.  Our money is firmly on a low key whitewash.

But at least certain pompous reputations have been comprehensively demolished. Will EFFP conclude that Philip Moody is (still on The Board) a liability to them?  Will they realise their own reputation has become a joke in the dairy industry not helped by the continued presence of former DFB banker Steve Ellwood (still chairman).

New venue and new main sponsors for Dairy Event and Livestock Show

The RABDF will have a new main sponsor at its new look 2010 event at the NEC with Barclays stepping in to replace HSBC, which in a bewindlingly inexplicable move has relinquished the sponsorship.  In a rather curt press release from RABDF absolutely no recognition or thanks was given to the support HSBC has given the Stoneleigh Event over the years, fuelling speculation this was not a harmonious divorce.  It is believed a similar fee to the £25,000 paid by HSBC for the annual sponsorship has been agreed with Barclays and no doubt others would have been keen to enter into negotiations with RABDF if the opportunity had arisen. 

It’s another example of Barclays being a sharper pin in the banking pin cushion than HSBC. For example Barclays were quick to pull out of DFB, leaving HSBC as lead bankers, and the only exposed to the debacle that resulted.

Wisemans unofficial bonus for those residing at Her Majesty’s pleasure

Some (not Ian) say that Scotsmen are Yorkshire men with a generosity transplant. But Wiseman dairies can’t be accused of that. They’re pretty generous to farmers, and to the workforce too. Witness the recent cold weather payout.

Alas, though, one worker has taken the company philosophy a step too far this week. On a day when the national news has highlighted the huge problem of prisoners receiving smuggled mobile phones, allowing them to carry out illicit activities including drug trading, bullying and gang problems, it has been revealed that a milkman at one of the firm’s dairies has been using Wisemans milk cartons to smuggle in the phones to a local Nick. He allegedly opened the cartons, inserted waterproof phones and re-sealed the tops before setting off to make his delivery. Needless to say that he has been charged by The Bill.

Clearly the said milkman hadn’t ever worked in the Wiseman marketing department. Had he done so he would have designed a fancy new label for the bottles and called it Freshn’Ello.

Will farmers shed a tear or smile for Kevin Hawkins?
Kevin Hawkins is a man who, in recent years, has certainly had the knack of winding UK dairy farmers up with his comments in defence of Safeways and more recently all supermarkets at the British Retail Consortium.

It would appear from a story in DIN that Hawkins is one of 11 former Safeway staff whom Morrisons are targeting a £10m damages claim following price fixing fines. If, found guilty he is almost certain to be liable for some financial redress.  Pass the tissue box round. Words like “he has had it coming” spring to mind.

Minister confirms TB compensation is inadequate

Ian attended yesterday’s NFU dairy farmer representative summit, which he will cover in more detail in his next Dairy Farmer article.

One revelation came from DEFRA Food & Farming Minister Jim Fitzpatrick in his key note speech.  He confirmed that on Monday & Tuesday this week he had seen TB reactors ready to go to the abattoir and admitted the compensation would not cover the cost of replacement.  The speech was recorded and must be like throwing meat to the NFU’s lions (if it has any).
NFU celebrity wedding of the Year  
Some choose to announce their forthcoming marriages in the Court and Social pages of The Daily Telegraph, or The Times. Perhaps even Tatler magazine, or Country Life.Not so for budding NFU Deputy President and East Yorkshireman Paul Temple, and fiancée Liz Falkingham, the NFU’s Director of Communications. They have recognised that there is only ONE Society newspaper worthy of announcing their forthcoming marriage: in the pages of Potter's Bulletin as opposed to the pages of Yorkshire’s equivalent of Hello magazine (called Eh-Up Now Then! Magazine) and the region's OK! equivalent (called Ow's tha' doin'?)
 

The wedding will be on 11th April this year, and there is no doubt it will be one of Yorkshire's finest.  Ian is anticipating a personal invitation from the bride delivered by hand.

All views expressed in this bulletin are those of Ian Potter Associates and a shed load of dairy farmers. It is necessarily short and cannot deal with the various issues that arise in any detail. As a result it must not be relied on as giving sufficient advice in any specific case. Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the content but neither Ian Potter Associates nor Ian Potter personally can accept liability for any errors or omissions. Professional advice must always be taken before any decision is reached


