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	Today
	Last Week
	Change
	4 Weeks Ago
	1 Year ago
	12 month average

	Clean
	0.45ppl
	0.40ppl
	+0.05ppl
	0.45ppl
	0.20ppl
	

	AMPE
	25.60
	-
	-
	27.60ppl
	20.40ppl
	

	MCVE
	27.78
	-
	-
	28.21ppl
	27.19ppl
	

	Producers in E & W
	11,551
	
	-418 in 12 months
	11,551
	12,050
	

	£ : $
	1.59
	1.61
	-0.02
	1.65
	1.55
	

	£ : €
	1.12
	1.12
	-
	1.10
	1.06
	


1ppl milk price to rise to Barbers Cheese suppliers – from 1st January
Milk auction price steadies at 27.72ppl
This week’s United Dairy Farmer (UDF) milk auction in Northern Ireland saw 40million litres average 27.72ppl, which was 0.8ppl down on the similar volume of 38million litres sold a month earlier, which averaged a healthy 28.52ppl.

Twelve months earlier the auction saw 30million litres average a soul destroying 16.63ppl.

Farmers supplying UDF co-op are now seeing the fruits of the recent auction results filtering into their bank accounts.

Hallejlujah as Knight, Moody and Cooksey are called to give evidence
Christmas news does not come much better in the dairy industry than the revelation that the pressure put on the EFRA Parliamentary Committee enquiry into the collapse of DFB has resulted in it opening its doors again for oral evidence only this time it will involve the key players.

At last EFRA have called most of the key people into the dock and on January 6th Rob (Garfield) Knight (former Chairman), Philip (fingers in lots of pies) Moody (former Director and so-called leading corporate Finance Director), Andrew Cooksey (former CEO) and Malcolm Smith (CEO until 2003) will all step forward to give evidence.  At least they had better turn up and not pull a sick note out!
The U-turn by Michael Jack and his EFRA team is partially attributable to strong words from the NFU, in particular Gwyn Jones as well as the fact Mr Jack is aware of press comments from so-called celebrity journalists, calling into question how effective EFRA enquiries into the dairy industry are.

It is indisputable that the EFRA Committee failed miserably in its enquiry into where the retail margins on liquid milk went and the oral evidence to date into the collapse of DFB has been largely irrelevant with irritating performances, particularly from the likes of Jim Fitzpatrick and John Granchester.  The hearings have been poor and frankly a joke involving the wrong people.  If the EFRA enquiry into the collapse of DFB had closed without calling Knight and Moody they were heading for an award for a bunch of jokers and the laughing stock of Parliament.  As it is they now have a golden opportunity to redeem themselves and to get stuck in with some sharpened teeth as they interrogate this motley crew, most of whom were in the room when key decisions were made.

So what needs to be asked?
No one will go to jail or The Tower of London but farmers who invested in DFB have been badly let down and are due some answers and detail.

All that is required is for the EFRA Committee to extract some honest answers as to what went wrong to ensure history cannot be repeated.

As a minimum questions must include:

Who made the decisions and why?

How much by way of bonus, golden handshake or hush money did Cooksey, Knight and Moody each receive when they left at a time when the DFB ship was sinking fast?

Let’s know the truth as to the salaries and bonuses each received and who sanctioned them?

Did Philip Moody feel he his and firm, Smith Williamson, had a conflict of interest?

What is the real truth behind the ACC deal?

Finally, question Philip Moody on his track record of senior involvement in other co-operative ventures and EFFP?

Milky Bar Kid viewings could outstrip Tiger Woods’ confessions
The real spice is the calling up of former CEO Malcolm Smith (The Milky Bar Kid) and the real tragedy is that the Three Muskateers (Knight, Moody & Cooksey) get to hear Smith’s evidence before they are called up.  A reversal of batting orderv would allow outspoken northerner to comment on the accuracy of the oral evidence given by the deadly trio.  As it is the 4 man line up for the 6th will attract more viewings than would Tiger Woods’ confessing his inappropriate relationships and the crowds could mirror scenes outside the Los Angeles Medical Centre when Michael Jackson was pronounced dead as people started to sing and dance.
Further oral evidence in the pipeline

Although it is yet to be officially confirmed it is understood that during the week commencing 11th January 2010, Stephen Yates, Milk Link and First Milk will be called to give evidence and possibly a few old faces that were around at the time of the ACC acquisition.  That just leaves EFRA to call John Loftus, Steve Ellwood and Mark Strickland following which they can then sit back and say we have left no stone unturned.  Come on EFRA just three more invitations to send out!
The chickens are heading towards home to roost!  That is a result.
MODERN DAY CHRISTMAS – Thoughts for you to consider
	Jingle Bells
Dashing through the snow
In a one horse open sleigh
O'er the fields we go
Laughing all the way

A risk assessment must be submitted before an open sleigh is considered safe for members of the public to travel on. The risk assessment must also consider whether it is appropriate to use only one horse for such a venture, particularly if passengers are of larger proportions. Please note, permission must be gained from landowners before entering their fields. To avoid offending those not participating in celebrations, we would request that laughter is moderate only and not loud enough to be considered a noise nuisance.

While Shepherds Watched
While shepherds watched
Their flocks by night
All seated on the ground
The angel of the Lord came down
And glory shone around

The union of Shepherd's has complained that it breaches health and safety regulations to insist that shepherds watch their flocks without appropriate seating arrangements being provided, therefore benches, stools and orthopaedic chairs are now available. Shepherds have also requested that due to the inclement weather conditions at this time of year that they should watch their flocks via cctv cameras from centrally heated shepherd observation huts.
Please note, the angel of the lord is reminded that before shining his / her glory all around she / he must ascertain that all shepherds have been issued with glasses capable of filtering out the harmful effects of UVA, UVB and Glory.

We Three Kings
We three kings of Orient are
Bearing gifts we traverse afar
Field and fountain, moor and mountain
Following yonder star 

Whilst the gift of gold is still considered acceptable - as it may be redeemed at a later date through such organisations as 'cash for gold' etc, gifts of frankincense and myrrh are not appropriate due to the potential risk of oils and fragrances causing allergic reactions. A suggested gift alternative would be to make a donation to a worthy cause in the recipients name or perhaps give a gift voucher.
We would not advise that the traversing kings rely on navigation by stars in order to reach their destinations and suggest the use of RAC route finder or satellite navigation, which will provide the quickest route and advice regarding fuel consumption. Please note as per the guidelines from the RSPCA for Mr Donkey, the camels carrying the three kings of Orient will require regular food and rest breaks. Facemasks for the three kings are also advisable due to the likelihood of dust from the camel’s hooves.

Rudolph the red nosed reindeer
Rudolph, the red-nosed reindeer
had a very shiny nose.
And if you ever saw him,
you would even say it glows.

You are advised that under the Equal Opportunities for All policy, it is inappropriate for persons to make comment with regard to the ruddiness of any part of Mr. R. Reindeer. Further to this, exclusion of Mr R Reindeer from the Reindeer Games will be considered discriminatory and disciplinary action will be taken against those found guilty of this offence. A full investigation will be implemented and sanctions - including suspension on full pay - will be considered whilst this investigation takes place. 


	

	


ALL AT IAN POTTER ASSOCIATES WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL OUR READERS A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

Note:
We are open on 29th, 30th and 31st December as normal.

All views expressed in this bulletin are those of Ian Potter Associates and a shed load of dairy farmers. It is necessarily short and cannot deal with the various issues that arise in any detail. As a result it must not be relied on as giving sufficient advice in any specific case. Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the content but neither Ian Potter Associates nor Ian Potter personally can accept liability for any errors or omissions. Professional advice must always be taken before any decision is reached


