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Issue No. 554
	
	Today
	Last Week
	Change
	4 Weeks Ago
	1 Year ago
	12 month average

	Clean
	0.45ppl
	0.45ppl
	-
	0.45ppl
	0.20ppl
	

	AMPE
	27.60
	-
	-
	26.40ppl
	21.00ppl
	

	MCVE
	28.21
	-
	-
	27.20ppl
	27.04ppl
	

	Producers in E & W
	11,632
	
	-418 in 12 months
	11,685
	12,050
	

	£ : $
	1.63
	1.66
	-0.03
	1.65
	1.49
	

	£ : €
	1.10
	1.11
	-0.01
	1.11
	1.11
	

	Crude Oil
	$71
	$77
	-$6
	$80
	$46
	(Raw material sources – BOCM PAULS)

	Wheat
	£107
	£106
	-
	£104
	$97
	Delivery next 3 months

	Soya meal
	£287
	£289
	-£2
	£280
	£221
	Delivery Nov-April


Milk production is slowly increasing
It would appear a month on month decline in UK milk production, which has lasted for almost 6 years, has bottomed and may even be showing the first green shoots of recovery.

November production figures show a non butterfat adjusted production of 986.4million litres, which compared to production in November 2008 is an increase of 3.8million litres. This is the third consecutive month the UK’s total production has exceeded that recorded in 2008 and means the cumulative production for the first 8 months of the quota year is almost identical to 2008 at 8.634 billion litres. The mould is certainly set for total production in 2008/09 to be the low point.

DEFRA October farm gate milk price down almost 3ppl - again
The October average milk price was 24.43ppl, which as was the case in September was almost 3ppl (2.95ppl) behind the price recorded 12 months earlier representing a whopping 11% (2.23ppl) drop.  The GB average for the month was 24.69ppl where as the average paid in Northern Ireland was 22.58ppl. This according to DairyCo is the smallest price difference between the two areas recorded since February 2008 and will narrow again when the November average is reported.

French dairy meeting excludes UK

In years gone by the UK government has been referred to as being part of the loony brigade when it came to its thoughts on dairy reform.  It would seem the French were not prepared to take any risks that the lunatics might take over the asylum so they invited member states to a meeting in Paris this week omitting to invite the UK government. 
The French were preparing their battle strategy to defend the CAP, in particular for the continuation of quotas beyond 31st March 2015.  Several believe the French minister has spotted a chink in the European armour in the change over between Commissioner Fischer Boel and new Commissioner Dacian Ciolos and this could present an opportunity to take command of the CAP agenda and its direction of travel. The European Milk Board welcomed the outcome of the meeting reinforcing their belief that there must be “permanent flexible supply control for producers benefit” which in laymans terms translates to milk quotas.

Threat to close down Arla’s Leeds factory

There is growing evidence of a Lancashire originated plot to close down Arla’s Leeds processing and distribution centre on “calculated peak days to cause maximum disruption”.  Frustration at Arla’s Scrooge like decision to offer its direct suppliers none of the fruits they have harvested from recent peaks in cream prices, whilst Wiseman and Dairy Crest have at least passed some of the money over, can be the only reason for any protest.  Rumours have been circulating that one of the organisers of the protests is a former Arla producer who now supplies Wisemans.  Ian has checked this out and it is not correct, the family named are not involved.
Farmers For Action have received a request to put their troops forward and have agreed to only consider support if there is clear evidence that Arla Milk Partnership members are fully behind any protest plan and not hiding behind big Dave Handley.

If disruption plans go ahead it will certainly be a Christmas of discontent and will kill Ian’s idea that processors and farmers are much closer to each other, as protests on cold wet winter nights once again return.

More internal trouble at Arla

It could certainly turn out to be a discontented ending to 2009 for Arla following confirmation from two members of staff that there is a huge ground swell of discontentment over conditions, the new dairy and remuneration all of which could “easily result in industrial action.”  Protesting farmers and a discontented workforce will be double trouble for the co-op.

Does it pay to resign your contract?

It certainly appears to be the case for some on a standard Arla contract with news from the inside track that two producers who are on the resignation list have now been offered Arla/ASDA contracts in a bid to retain them.

First UK Bio-Ethanol plant opens

The Enus bio-ethanol plant in Teeside took in 5,000 tonnes of wheat on Tuesday as a test run before it ramps up to full production next month at around 1.2million/tonnes per annum.

Villain of the Week – Arthur Fearnall AFMP Director
During the week the threat of protests has been a talking point but in true Arla gagging style one of AFMP’s Directors informed farmers that any ASDA contracted supplier would have their ASDA premium contract immediately terminated if they were seen protesting.  Now come on Mr Fearnall let’s get real this is not an ASDA issue and it is not a Tesco or Morrisons issue all of whom take milk out of your Leeds factory.  Any issue is 100% an Arla issue and the chances of ASDA or any of the other multiples issuing such an ultimatum to Arla is zero.  It would no doubt be accurate to state that if any Tesco or ASDA contracted producer were to be spotted on the front line questions would be asked but any contractual threats have their roots firmly embedded between AFMP directors and Arla.  Given the fact AFMP directors are paid to represent farmers such veiled threats and comments seem to be at complete odds with equitable representation.
Heroes of the Week – Dairy Crest

Following our article criticizing backward photographs of dairy farming on their Countrylife butter website and numerous emails from readers of this bulletin, which were anonymously forwarded to top brass at Dairy Crest, the photographs were promptly removed and certain advertising personnel placed on the naughty step. Another victory for Potter.
Dumfries Market Show & Sale of 70 plus Dairy Cattle – Monday 14th December 12 noon

70 Entries to date including fresh calved, in calf and bulling heifers.  All from TB free area for more information click on  http://www.cdfarmersmart.co.uk/dumfries/index.html  Or call 01387 279495 or e.mail Dumfries@auctionmarts.co.uk
IAN’S CHRISTMAS SALE – (no wise cracks necessary!)
John Deere 6320 SE with Quicke Q950 Loader
One owner from new (Ian) c/w air con, power quad, passenger seat. Extremely tidy as close as you will get to like new. Done 3,355 hours, dealer serviced. Tyres 35% front, 65% rear £24,750 ovno. Please email ianpotter@ipaquotas.co.uk
16.2HH 13yr Irish Sporthorse gelding.  Done British Eventing, British Show Jumping Association, Discovery, Newcomers, ready for foxhunter.  Honest easy ride, ideal young rider prospect.  Total Schoolmaster.  100% all respects, no vices, superb snaffle hack.  Kind confidence giver.  For sale due to daughter going to vet university and taking more interest in boys! £4,000 ovno.
Also for sale
1 Stuben Leather 18” WH Saddle excellent condition (as good as new)
1 suede 18” Working Hunter; unused

All views expressed in this bulletin are those of Ian Potter Associates and a shed load of dairy farmers. It is necessarily short and cannot deal with the various issues that arise in any detail. As a result it must not be relied on as giving sufficient advice in any specific case. Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the content but neither Ian Potter Associates nor Ian Potter personally can accept liability for any errors or omissions. Professional advice must always be taken before any decision is reached


